ROSEWOOD-----ROSS.

Honduras and Jamaica. The name is some-
times given to timber from other sources;
but the French Bois de Rose (the German
Rusenhok) is called tulip-wood in English.

Rosewood, OIL OF, same as oil of rho-
dium. See Rhodium.

Rosicrucians, members of a secret society,
fche first account of which was published
early in the 17th century iri two books now
generally ascribed to J. V. Andreas, a Lu-
theran clergyman of Wurttemberg. Many
regard Andrese's writings as merely a veiled
satire on his own times, and deny altogether
the actual existence of any such society, in
spite of the fact that since his day many
persons (e.g. Cagliostro) have professed to
belong to it. The aim of the Kosicrucians,
or Brothers of the Eosy Cross, was said to
be the improvement of humanity by the
discovery of the 'true philosophy,' and they
claimed a deep knowledge of the mysteries
of nature, such as the permutation of metals,
the prolongation of life, the existence of
spirits, &c. According to Andreae the
society was founded in the 14th century by
a German baron named Kosenkreuz (i.e.
* rosy cross'), who was deeply versed in the
mysterious lore of the East, and who as-
sembled the initiated in a house called the
Sancti Spiritus Domus. The * secret* of
the order, if it ever existed, has been faith-
fully guarded by its members; and the
general cloud of mystery shrouding its his-
tory and objects has led to its being con-
nected in public opinion with the Cabalists,
Uluminati, &c. Some regard Eosicrucianism
as the origin of freemasonry.

Rosin, the name given to the resin of
coniferous trees employed in a solid state
for ordinary purposes. It is obtained from
turpentine by distillation. In the process
the oil of the turpentine comes over and the
rosin remains behind. There are several
varieties of rosin, varying in colour from the
palest amber to nearly black, and from
translucent to opaque. It differs somewhat
according to the turpentine from which it is
derived, this being obtained from numerous
species of pine and fir. Rosin is a brittle
solid, almost flavourless, and having a char-
acteristic odour. It is used in the manufac-
ture of sealing-wax, varnish, cement, soap,
for soldering, in plaisteis, &c. Colophony is
a name for the common varieties.

RoskolnicianB.   See HasJcdniks.

Roslin, or BOSSLT>% a small village in
the county of Midlothian, about 7 miles
south of Edinburgh, interesting chiefly for
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its ruined castle and chapel. Roslin Castle
is of uncertain origin, but it was the ancient
seat of the St. Clairs or Sinclairs, who lived
here in great splendour in the 15th century.
The present buildings were mostly erected
since the burning of the castle by "the Earl
of Hertford in 1554. Eoslin Chapel was
founded in 1450 by Sir William St. Clair,
and is a Gothic structure forming the chan-
cel and part of a transept of a church, no
more of which was ever built. The interior
is richly adorned with exquisite carving.
Pop. 611.
Rosmi'ui-Serba'ti, ANTONIO, modern Ita-
lian philosopher, born at Eoveredo, Tyrol,
1797; died 1855. He entered the priest-
hood and founded the charitable order of
Eosminians, which have branches in Italy,
France, Britain, and America. He is re-
garded as the founder of modern Idealism
in Italy. The chief points of his system
are fully treated in his New Essay on the
Origin of Ideas, translated into English,
18S3. He was a most voluminous writer
on religious and miscellaneous subjects as
well as on philosophy.
Rosol'ic Acid (CaoH16p3), an acid prepared
by treating hydrochloride of aniline with
nitrate of soda and then boiling with sul-
phuric acid. It is used in preparing a blue
dye.
Ross, a town near the Wye, in Hereford-
shire, England, giving- name to a part div.
The philanthropic John Kyrle (died 1724),
Pope's 'Man of Ross', is buried in the
handsome parish church. Pop, 3575.
ROBS, ALEXANDER Scottish poet, born
1699, died 17S4. He was schoolmaster at
Lochlee in Forfarshire, and author of Helen-
ore, the Fortunate Shepherdess, a pastoral
poem in the Scottish dialect, formerly very
popular in the North of Scotland.
Ross, ALESANDEE, born in Nairnshire,
Scotland, 1783; died at Eed Pdver Settle-
ment ^Winnipeg), 1856. He went to Can-
ada in 1S05; joined Astor's expedition to
Oregon in 1810, and was afterwards a fur-
trader in the Hudson's Bay service. He is
the author of Adventures of the First Set-
tlers on. the Oregon, Fur Hunters of the
Far West, and the Red River Settlement.
Ross, SEB JAJCES CLARK, Arctic and
Antarctic explorer, was born in London in
1800; died in 1862. He entered the British
navy at the age of twelve, accompanied his
uncle Sir John Ross (see following article)
ou his two voyages in search of a north-
west passage, and in the interval between